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1888 Mills Board of Managers Vice Chairman Doug Tingle is pictured with Lauren McCoy, Product Development, and Director of Visual Merchandising Timi Majek in

Studio 33.

1888 Mills a world leader in textiles

BY LANDRA LARSON
STAFF WRITER
LLARSONRCRS T IRALYNENS COM

#85 Mills is a world

leader in the textile

industry and ils
corporate headquarters
is in Griffin,

It is the largest towel
manufacturer in the
United States and is in
the top five worldwide.

Howard Gossett,
Doug Tingle and mem-
hers of the Cheatham
Tamily formed the com-
pratay In 1944,

“We all worked for
Dundee and in the early
Qs there was & major
shift in the industry,”
said Tingle.

The domestic textile
industry began moving
offshore and companies
in the United States
showly closed, Dundee
Mills was sold to
Springs Industries,

“When you take Grif-
fin, Thomaston, Pike
and Lamar into consid-
eration, over 8000 jobs
were Josl,” said Tingle,

The founders of 1888
knew globalization of
the industry was com-
ing but at the same time
“knew jobs in Griffin
were important,” said
Tingle.

“We decided to main-
tain jobs in Griffin, while
establishing a global
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Lynn West, who works as a creeler for 1888 Mills, is
pictured with one of the machines she manages.

platform in the industry
and this has eccurred,”
Tingle said.

The group setled on
the name 1888 Mills, the
year Dundee Mills was
founded, giving 4 nod to
the rich textile heritage
in Spalding County and
surrounding counties,

Today the company
is & global manufacturer
with 15000 employees.

The 1888 Mills corpo-
rale offices, manufactur-
ing facility and distribu-

tion center moved to its
current location in 2015
at 375 Airport Road, fill-
ingz three buildings total
SO00,000 sepuare feet
with emplovees, machin-
ery and product,

“We are very thank-
ful o the city of Griffin
and the Griffin-Spalding
Development Authority
without whom we could
not have made this giant
Teap," said Tingle.

SEE MILLS/PAGE A2

LAMDRA LARSONTAILY NEWS
William Bentley has been working for 1888 Mills for five years. "1 enjoy working
here, especially working for Mr. Doug,” said Benthey, The company is dependent on
Bentley to run one of the older drying machines in the building,
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Tina Walker has been warking for 1888 Mills in Griffin
for 15 years. Walker is a quality assurance auditor
There are washing and drying suites where product |s
tested as well as labs for other testing and develop-

ment purposes.
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“We stayed in the com-
munily. We ran our old
lewation while moving to
the: new one, We missed
no praduction time aml
lost no employees during
the transition,” Tingle
saick.

“We doubled our
production capac-
ity, increased sales
and added 85 jobs. We
are very blessed with
our businesz and our
grovwth,” said Tingle,

“It is important that 1
recognize our LLS, part-
ners John Simon and
Abdul Yaqub,.” said Tin-
e, Yagub is chairman of
the Board of Managers
and Simon i the compe-
ny’s chief executive offi-

“"We hawve a fantastic
management team,” said
Tingle.

The company’s other
offices include a show-
room in New York City, a
sourcing offlce in Shang-
heai, China, amd offices in
Manchester, England.

Their millz and distri-
bution centers, in addi-
ticun to Ceriffing are in Paki-
stan and Bangladesh,

Towels make up two-
thirds of the company's
businees bul additional
products include bed
ding, window drapery,
kitchen textiles, health-
care apparel, lab coats,
chef coats and hospital

gowns,

1888 Mills sclls pre-
dominantly to retail com-
panies, like Walmart and
Target, and the hospilal-
ity and health-care indus-
Iries,

“Our sales force is
global,” said Tingle. “We
have c'xpandr'rl our foot-
print into Canada, Europe
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Timi Majek and Lauren McCoy are pictured with 1888
Mills products in Studio 33.
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I the Griffin manufacturing facility, there are looms from Japan, dryers from Italy,
warping/sizing and finishing machines from the United States, along with Japa-
nese and German technology in the fabrication room. Lynn Viles i pictured with
the Texpa machine she operates, which cuts and hems the towels.

These jobs are impor-
tant,” said Tingle. “For
every job we have here,
it affects three jobs in the
comamunity. They have a
trickle-dowm effect,”

“As | watch the shifis
change 24 hours a day,
seven days a weeck in
Griffin, [ have learned
what is important about
this business is the
people,” said Tingle.
“How many lives have
we affected, how many
hiouses and cars have we
helped to buy, and how
many kids of employees
have been sent to local
schools?™

“I feel paternalistic
toward our emplovees,”
said Tingle. “We have
employees that came
with us from Dundee.
I'm proad of 18388 Mills,
but I am more proud of
the relationships with
employees, partners,
shareholders and our
cormmunily.”

One special distinetion
the Griffin manufachering
center holds is its own
label named Made Here,

“Each Made Here

mumnities,” said Tingle.

The company's brand
purpose 15 “Weaving a
Bedter Workd,"

“We as a company
feel respongible 1o our
shareholders, employees
community and vendors,”
said Tingle. “We take this
responsibility very seri-

“We have influence
in the communities we
gerve through the pro-
muotien of edwcation, tech-
nalogy, health care and
jobs,” said Tingle.

In Bangladesh and
Pakistan, the company
is building hospitals,
schools and other proj-
ecls W contribute to the
lives of employees and
their comumnities.

In addition to the con-
timeed job growth — over
20 employess are being
added in Griffin due to a
new contract — the com-
pany supports the local
communily i1 a mumber
of ways.

They are supporiers
of groups including the
Christian Women's Cen-
ter, the Griffin Area Con-

Tingle hopes that local
students will begin to see
the potential in Griffin for
longterm carcers.

“We have employees
working in sales, prod-
uct design, visual arts,
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Adriana Pena is running the weaving machinery,
wrhich is made by Toyota, In the hallway of the manu-
facturing building there is a sign that reads *146,790
houwrs without a bost-time accident.”

technology, sccountants
= every discipline you can
think of and that is not
even including our man-
ufacturing jobhs,” Tingle
sairl.

“There i3 so0 much
potential here. Atlanta
will continue to expand
south and with the new
airport and transporta-
tion corridor, Griffin is
poised 1o ke advanizage
of some real opportuni
tieg,” said Tingle.

Being housed within
close proximity te the
Atlanta airport, the 1833
Mills Corporate Head-
quarters has visitors
coming in from around
the world,

Employess from the
closed Chicago office and
some from the New York
City offices have moved
1o Cariffin,

“They love it here,”
said Tingle, “They enjoy
the friendly atmosphere,
the climate, and what is
going on downlown,”

It is clear that Doug
Tingle loves it here as
well,

T love our commu-
nity,” said Tingle. *1
graduated from Griffin
High and (zeorgia Tech.
1 ended up at Dundee,
which was a phenom-
enal place to work, and [
raised my fumily here *

Tingle's wile is Eme-
lie McLaurin Tingle and
they have three married
song, Doug, Clay and
Chris,

“I've har & great life,”
said Tingle. "Griffin is a
great place, I've never
hiad any desire to Bve any-
wheere else.”

U1 still have a pas-
sion for what 1 do.” said
Tingle, "We birthed this
Baby and we have a lot
of people who depend
an us. You always think
you can do hetter, but we
are blessed with what we
have here at 1888 Mills,
and it has been very

rewarding,”
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